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The European Environment Agency 

• Established in 1990 
• Independent EU agency  
• Analysing, assessing and 

providing information  
• Interface between science 

and policy 



Map of EEA countries 

 



Public access and informed decision-making 

• The EEA’s key goal is to provide objective, reliable and 
comparable environmental information 

• Kiev Protocol objective is ”to enhance public access to 
information through the establishment of coherent, 
nationwide pollutant release and transfer registers 
(PRTRs)” 



Relevant public EEA products 

• Datasets  
• Indicators 
• Country profiles 
• Briefings 
• Reports 
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Datasets 

• E-PRTR website 
– Map search or tables 
– Various queries (facilities, 

pollutants, activities) 
– Diffuse emissions 

• E-PRTR dataset 
– MS Access or csv 
– MS Excel summary 
– KML for Google Earth 

https://prtr.eea.europa.eu/#/home
https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/data/member-states-reporting-art-7-under-the-european-pollutant-release-and-transfer-register-e-prtr-regulation-22


Indicators – trends for public and decision-makers 

• Industrial pollution in Europe 
• Industrial waste in Europe 
• European Commission IED 

indicator tool (report; tool) 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/indicators/industrial-pollution-in-europe/assessment-1
https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/indicators/industrial-waste-indicator/assessment-1
https://circabc.europa.eu/faces/jsp/extension/wai/navigation/container.jsp?FormPrincipal:_idcl=FormPrincipal:_id1&FormPrincipal_SUBMIT=1&id=523fc5ff-fb45-4ff3-a513-9ee7268e967b&javax.faces.ViewState=aTbk1dxGILMXhgDVlEXBvFqnIb5dput3K7uDCswpmhAqe2/A9tB/2vmbtsaVyneKTxny2prKAdLmRadsCWiF97vm5AafF5wEmqWO5/XcHWWKGd99bj6ZRQ1LPgiGvrwqPufkJ/NmhAGlq8kEtZIb6HH4V3PLDMJgtGoM3A%3D%3D


Industrial pollution country profiles 

 



Briefings – feed public debate 

• Top polluters briefing  
• Environmental pressures of 

heavy metal releases 
• Greening the power sector 
• A decade of industrial 

pollution data 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/industry/industrial-pollution-in-europe/releases-of-pollutants-from-industrial-sector
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/industry/industrial-pollution-in-europe/heavy-metal-pollution
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/industry/industrial-pollution-in-europe/heavy-metal-pollution
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/industry/industrial-pollution-in-europe/benefits-of-an-ambitious-implementation
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/industry/industrial-pollution-in-europe/a-decade-of-industrial-pollution-data?portal_status_message=Changes%20saved.#tab-based-on-indicators
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/industry/industrial-pollution-in-europe/a-decade-of-industrial-pollution-data?portal_status_message=Changes%20saved.#tab-based-on-indicators


Reports – evidence for policy making 

• Damage cost of industrial air pollution 
• Industrial waste water treatment 
• Assessing the effectiveness of EU policy on large combustion 

plants in reducing air pollutant emissions 
• European Commission reports using E-PRTR data: 

– Ex-post CBA of Iron and Steel BAT conclusions 
– IED country profiles 

 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/costs-of-air-pollution-2008-2012
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/industrial-waste-water-treatment-pressures
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/industrial-waste-water-treatment-pressures
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/effectiveness-of-eu-policy-on/download
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/effectiveness-of-eu-policy-on/download
https://circabc.europa.eu/faces/jsp/extension/wai/navigation/container.jsp?FormPrincipal:_idcl=FormPrincipal:_id1&FormPrincipal_SUBMIT=1&id=6fb9f613-bfd1-40f5-b3e7-6448de02b945&javax.faces.ViewState=aTbk1dxGILMXhgDVlEXBvFqnIb5dput3K7uDCswpmhAqe2/A9tB/2kFPvyVrjwNSOa3LHdJcVIR6ARO9JOwVR5GISkTQzlVWyesUceIZmgOZd8tVhVsDt%2BOz4WTxpTOOKH/80lVuhsXsM8nysCsjouJjAc0%3D
https://circabc.europa.eu/faces/jsp/extension/wai/navigation/container.jsp?FormPrincipal:_idcl=FormPrincipal:_id1&FormPrincipal_SUBMIT=1&id=59ecee4a-dbee-49e9-b360-2a2b4d29d39a&javax.faces.ViewState=aTbk1dxGILMXhgDVlEXBvFqnIb5dput3K7uDCswpmhAqe2/A9tB/2kFPvyVrjwNSOa3LHdJcVIR6ARO9JOwVR5GISkTQzlVWyesUceIZmgOZd8tVhVsDt%2BOz4WTxpTOOKH/80lVuhsXsM8nysCsjouJjAc0%3D


EEA Report – Damage cost of industrial air pollution 

 



EEA Report - Industrial waste water treatment 

 



Thanks everyone! 

Bastian Zeiger 
Expert – Industry and Environment 
bastian.zeiger@eea.europa.eu  
Phone: +45 3336 7233 
Skype: Bastian_EEA 
eea.europa.eu/themes/industry 
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The waste water treatment cycle 

Source: EEA Technical Report No 23/2018 



Relevant European policies 

 

Source: EEA Technical Report No 23/2018 



Role of different activities 

 

Source: EEA Technical Report No 23/2018 
 



1% of plants responsible for 50% of the damages 

Source: EEA Technical Report No 20/2014 



Approach of the 2014 study 

Dispersion 
• Spread of emissions 

around source and 
chemical transformation 

Exposure 
• Risk of the population, 

ecosystems and 
materials to be affected 

Impact 
• Premature deaths, ill 

health, crop yield loss, 
material deterioation 

Damage • Monetary 
equivalent Burden • Pollutant 

emissions X 

per tonne of emissions/country/sector 

Burden • Pollutant 
emissions 



Pathways in 2014 study: metals and organic compounds 

• Endpoint human health: Dispersion 

Exposure 
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